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Fall Means... Well... a LOT of News
Board Member Spotlight
Dr. Michael (Birdie) Birdwell
Executive Committee Vice Chair

Dr. Michael Birdwell, better known as
Birdie, is a Professor of History at
Tennessee Technological University. He is
a Cultural Historian whose research
includes film history-especially Warner
Bros., Appalachia and the Upper
Cumberland Region of Kentucky and
Tennessee, and World War I and its impact
on art, literature and music.
Birdwell works as a Public Historian and has designed exhibits, logos, public presentations
on a variety of topics, and has collaborated on a number of National Register nominations.
He has worked in some capacity on over a dozen documentaries and has appeared on
PBS, Turner Classic Movies, A&E, the History Channel, among others.
He has published widely in books and journals, and his most recent publication, co-edited
with Dr. Calvin Dickinson is People of the Upper Cumberland: Achievements and
Contradictions. Birdwell serves as the Chair of the Tennessee Great War Commission, the
Vice-Chair of the Tennessee Preservation Trust, the Chair of the Tennessee State Review
Board for the National Register of Historic Places, and on the executive committee of the
Sergeant York Patriotic Foundation.

Ten In Tennessee Update
2015 List Announced

We announced our annual Ten in Tenn Most Endangered List on Thursday, October 29th at
the Athenaeum Rectory in Columbia, TN. The Athenaeum was previously listed on our Ten
in Tenn and is now considered saved, having received grant funding for restoration work,
making it the ideal venue for our biggest advocacy campaign of the year.

Board members Jeff Wells and Dr. Michael Birdwell listen to APTA Chapter President, Debbie Brasfield, and
APTA member Adam Southern discuss the restoration of the Athenaeum.

Our 2015 list:
Antoinette Hall, Pulaski
Marine Hospital, Memphis
Hillsboro Village, Nashville
Franklin Masonic Hall, Franklin
Niota Depot, Niota

Great Falls Mill, Rock Island
Blair's Ferry Storehouse, Loudon,
Johns-King House, Smyrna
St. Mark's Presbyterian Church, Rogersville
Bonnie Kate Theater, Elizabethton
You can view the full list and more information via our website here.

Check out our Facebook page for more news and photographs from this year's
#10inTenn campaign.

Email jenn@preservetn.org to request a press kit.

Universal Life Insurance Company Building
Set for Redevelopment - Memphis, TN
--Juan Self, TPT Board Memeber
A ceremonial groundbreaking was held in September for the redevelopment of the Universal
Life Insurance Company Building, an Egyptian Revival structure designed and built in 1949
by Tennessee's first African-American architectural firm McKissack & McKissack. The
facility, listed in the National Register of Historic Places, is owned and being developed by
Juan Self (current TPT Board Member) and Jimmie Tucker of Self + Tucker Architects. The
building housed the Universal Life Insurance Company (ULICO) founded by Dr. Joseph E.
Walker, J.T. Wilson, M.W. Bonner, Dr. R.S. Fields and A.W. Willis in 1923. The
Company's mission was to build a service institution that would bring jobs and financial
assistance to the African-American community during a period when segregation limited
access to the mainstream business sector. The ULICO was remarkably successful in its
mission and became the second African-American insurance company to attain million-dollar
status and the fourth largest African-American owned business in the U. S. The Company
served as a catalyst for social equality and economic prosperity for African-Americans
nationwide.
Read more...

Tennessee Great War Commission 2015 Kickoff Event

Remembering Sherry
Kilgore
We are still deeply saddened by
the loss of former TPT board
member, Sherry Kilgore. An
incredible preservation advocate,
she was recently appointed to the
Tennesseee Historical
Commission, only one of many
endeavours to preserve and
support Tennessee's history.
Sherry passed away in late September after a tragic car accident. Our sympathies go out to
her family. She is greatly missed.
Read more about Sherry's life and dedication to preservation via the Tennessean.

The Word from Johnson City
After a long period of demolition by neglect and ignoring the value of preservation, Johnson
City has come alive and many of our business and civic leaders are recognizing the value
of historic preservation. For years the station for the Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio Railroad
(now the Clinchfield Railroad) sat dejected and basically unused. About 4 years ago the
building was obtained by the Johnson City Development Authority and restored. The original
plan was to construct a brewery but the freight station and loading dock have become home
to The Tupelo Honey Café. The front portion is being redone for retail sales and offices.
(Picture #1 attached)
Across the street was the railroad station for the East Tennessee and Western Northern
Carolina Railroad which served also as the freight station for the East Tennessee and
Virginia Railroad (now the Southern). This building was used for many years by Free
Service Tire Company as a retail and vehicle service facility. When the business moved to
other locations the building was left empty. It has now been restored and houses a
commercial brewery in the freight station and the White Duck Taco shop in front. The
middle portion which was the waiting room is now a tap room for the brewery with a large
open dining area attached. (Picture #2 -before and #3 after attached)
The same developers are restoring the former hotel which was also used by Free Service
as offices and retail space. In the process of removing the layers of yellow paint, a large
Coca Cola sign was uncovered and then restored by The Coca Cola Company. (Picture #4
attached)
In July the upper floors of the former London Hardware Store building which dates from
c.1900 was converted to loft apartments with the first floor retail area redone as a Trek
Bicycle store.
A TIF contract is in the process of approval which will aid in restoration of the unused
Faircloth Chevrolet building and the Model Mill which is one of the 2014, 10 in Tennessee
Endangered sites. Negotiations are still underway on the mill but redevelopment of the

Model Mill looks more promising.
With the approach of 2016 there is much hope for future preservation successes.

Celebrating Studio A
Some of our younger members
were in attendance as Studio A
celebrated last year's save from
the wrecking ball on October 3rd.
The historic recording studio on
Music Row opened its doors for a
free open house and engaged
guests in Nashville's music past.
Full Tennessean Article

Franklin's Old, Old Jail and the Big House for Historic Preservation
The Heritage Foundation of Franklin & Williamson County is a non-profit organization
dedicated to protecting and preserving the historic resources in Franklin and Williamson
County, Tennessee. As one of the nation's most respected historic preservation societies,
they work tirelessly on projects that span the spectrum and help maintain the community's
cultural heritage.
One of the Foundation's current initiatives is renovating the ca. 1941 Old, Old Jail in
downtown Franklin--a building purchased in 2013 with the plan to restore and convert it into
the Big House for Historic Preservation: a public resource for historic preservation, and the
first permanent home for the Heritage Foundation.
Several days ago, individuals working on the Old, Old Jail uncovered a piece of plywood
that lead to an interesting discovery: Over the front entrance, they discovered a tablet
inscribed "1942 Williamson County Jail." The Heritage Foundation's in-house historian, Rick
Warwick, believes the plywood was applied when the new jail--located on the same street-was opened in 1972 and the Old, Old Jail as used as county offices and for storage. No one
working on the project was aware of the inscription, until it was uncovered.
"The cover-up was done to keep people from coming to the Old, Old Jail, expecting to visit
inmates or visit the sheriff. It is amazing how quickly we forget--in just 43 years--objects we
passed daily, and do not remember simple signs or landmarks," said Rick Warwick,
Heritage Foundation Historian.
To find more about the Heritage Foundation's work and their ongoing project, follow the link
here: http://historicfranklin.com/old-old-jail/.

Congratulations Brianne!
Congratulations to our current
board member Brianne Huitt on
her new baby boy,
Lucas Noble Thornton, who
arrived April 23rd at 6:07 pm. This
photo is of the two of them at our
2015 Ten in Tenn announcement
event at the Athenaeum Rectory
in Columbia, October 29th. He's
clearly curious about what's
happening in statewide
preservation and why a robot
named Nikon is staring at him.

Spotlight On Preservation Professionals
History, Incorporated
615.228.3888

info@HistoryIncOnline.com
History, Incorporated is a full-service Historic Preservation Consulting firm offering
professional services including preservation planning, history, architectural history,
archaeology, landscape architecture, environmental assessment and cultural resource
compliance.
Their Mission -- "With an unparalleled passion for history, our dedicated team of...
...professionals strives to promote the preservation and conservation of our historic built
environment and cultural landscapes. In doing so, we are also committed to economic
development through the maintenance and revitalization of a community's sense of place."

Want more preservation news?

Get social with us!

#PreserveTN
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

UPCOMING EVENTS IN PRESERVATION

Fri-Sat, Nov 6th-7th
Tennessee Great War Commission Kickoff Event - See flyer above
Thu, Nov 19th
Knox Heritage Annual Meeting & Preservation Awards - 5pm, Knoxville
Ongoing
HP 101 for Realtors - available for groups upon request
Don't forget to mark your calendars for our 2016 annual conference. This year will be
teaming up for a joint conference with the Tennessee Association of Museums and the
Society of Tennessee Archivists March 16th-18th for Three Part Harmony: Interpretation,
Preservation and Inspiration.

Not A Member?
Join us and help save Tennessee's historic places. Your membership supports the
programs and iniatives of the Tennessee Preservation Trust.
Become A Member

2015 TPT Board of Directors
Officers

Directors

Chair

David Currey, Nashville

Dr. Charles Womack

Ann Gray, Chattanooga

Vice Chair

Brianne Huitt-Thornton, Chapel Hill

Dr. Michael Birdwell

Harold J. Hunter, PhD, Johnson City

Jill Holland, McKenzie

Scott Kriebel, Nashville
Secretary

Pam Lewis, Franklin

Nancy Williams

Dr. Reavis Mitchell, Jr., Nashville
Carrington Montague, Lookout Mountain

Treasurer

Juan R. Self, Memphis

Jeff Wells

Phil Thomason, Nashville
Elaine Turner, Memphis
Greg Vital, Chattanooga
Deborah York, Pall Mall

Ex-Officio Member Organizations
The Land Trust For Tennessee - Emily Parish
Tennessee Department of Tourist Development - Lee Curtis
Tennessee Division of Archeology - Mike Moore
Association for the Preservation of Tennessee Antiquities - Elliot W. McNiel, CAE
Tennessee Historical Commission - Patrick McIntyre

Donate

Tennessee Preservation Trust
615.963.1255
preservetn.org
The Tennessee Preservation Trust is a not-for -profit membership-based organization that provides leadership,
education and advocacy to promote the preservation of our state's diverse historic resources. We are the statewide
partner of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

