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2013 Statewide Annual Conference
I hope everyone who attended the annual conference in Cookeville in May came away
with a renewed enthusiasm for preservation in Tennessee. We expanded the scope this
year to look at both traditional and non-traditional issues, especially when it comes to
rural areas of the state. Seventeen different sessions featured speakers from across
Tennessee, and few beyond our borders, demonstrated the importance of preservation
as both an ethic and a tool for sustaining the cultural and economic viability and vitality
of communities long-term.

Our three guest speakers certainly brought a personal perspective on preservation to the conference. Multiple Emmy Award-winner Todd
Jarrell kicked off the event on Thursday at the Cookeville Performing Arts Center. His talk about his adventures sailing around the world on
a multi-mast clipper was as much about learning and preserving the fine art of rigging as visiting exotic destinations around the globe.
Nancy Tinker of the National Trust for Historic Preservation was the Celebration Luncheon speaker on Friday at the First Presbyterian
Church Fellowship Hall. Her topic, The Art of Preservation: What is Worth Preserving?, was filled with family experiences about preservation
and the value and meaning of a useable past. Finally, Bill Landry of WBIR’s Heartland Series spoke Friday evening at TTU’s Derryberry
Auditorium. His discussion from his book, Appalachian Tales and Heartland Adventures, demonstrated the importance of storytelling and
place in our preservation lexicon.
(Continued on page 2)

OLD HOUSE FAIR 2013
The second annual Old House Fair was a
great success with almost 400 people in
attendance. The event began last year as a
companion piece to the Tennessee
Preservation Trust Statewide Preservation
Conference held in Nashville. (Please visit
our website for information about this year’s
conference in Cookeville.) This year the Metro Historic Zoning
Commission, in conjunction with the Tennessee Preservation
Trust and Metro Historical Commission Foundation hosted the
event on March 9 at The Cohn School in the Sylvan Park
neighborhood.
Almost 400 people attended, learning about everything from
architectural styles to working with old plumbing. There were 11
presentations and 4 demonstrations all of which were so well
attended we ran out of chairs and space. Twenty-three exhibitors
were on hand to talk about their expertise and provide advice.
One new feature of this year’s event was the activities for
children. The MHC hosted an activity table where children could
make their own houses of cardboard boxes and learn about
(Continued on page 5)

1924 St. George Hotel Has New Owner …
It’s Now or Never
By
Ann Gray
Executive Director of Cornerstones

As we approach the 19th year of efforts to save the historic St. George
Hotel in Chattanooga, I am reminded of the incredible patience and
years of commitment it so often takes to save a historic property. Despite our best efforts to focus on saving endangered historic properties, it is rarely a quick or easy process.
Cornerstones’ effort to save the St. George Hotel began in 1994. Located across the street from the very successful Chattanooga ChooChoo hotel complex, the St. George appeared at that time to be a likely
candidate for a quick and simple project for Cornerstones to undertake. It just needed some reassuring engineering and some feasibility
vision to lure the private sector into taking on the project. Cornerstones would provide funding for the studies, get the project some traction, then step aside – a role that had proven (and continues to prove)
an effective model for a non-profit’s role in saving endangered properties.
Fast forward 19 years. The hotel still sits unused, derelict, and a challenge. Built in 1924 across from one of the South’s largest and busi(Continued on page 3)
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TPT GOES TO WASHINGTON
In February, members of the Tennessee Preservation Trust participated in Lobby Day events in Washington DC sponsored by Preservation
Action. TPT members Robin Zeigler, David Sprouse, Claudette Stager, Phil Thomason and Patrick McIntyre met with the staffs of Senators
Lamar Alexander and Bob Corker to discuss the importance of the historic tax credit and funding for the Tennessee Historical
Commission. After the morning session with the Senate staff the members met throughout the day with the state’s congressional
delegation. Meetings were held with Congressmen Phil Roe, Jim Cooper, Stephen Fincher and Chuck Fleischmann as well as staff
members from the other congressional offices. At each meeting TPT members provided information on the economic benefits of the
historic tax credit and preservation grants in each congressional district.
Lobby Day provides an opportunity to meet with the state’s Congressional delegation and assists in building support for the work of the
Tennessee Historical Commission as well as the TPT. Please consider joining the TPT delegation next year for Lobby Day on Capitol Hill.

TPT members met with Senators Lamar Alexander and Bob Corker in February. From left, Phil Thomason,
Patrick McIntyre, Senator Alexander, Senator Corker, Robin Ziegler, Claudette Stager and David Sprouse.

(Continued from page 1)

The program even touched on sites associated with the Civil War. We are in the midst of the
war’s sesquicentennial. A tour of places along the Upper Cumberland, such as Champ Ferguson’s
grave in the France Cemetery and the site of the Battle of Wildcat Creek, are reminders that the
conflict still resonates even in more remote areas of the state.

For the 130 members we welcomed to Cookeville, the
conference demonstrated to each and every one that
TPT is willing to break new ground when it comes to
preservation. We hope to continue our pursuit of
regional perspectives next year in Germantown. If this
year’s conference was any indication of our
commitment to being a leader in preservation in
Tennessee then 2014 is stacking up to be an exciting
experience for everyone. Come join us!
Carrington Montague and
Andrew Pouncey

Brianne Huitt and Conference
Chair, Dr. Michael Birdwell
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est passenger train terminals, the Chattanooga Choo Choo (that would
later be immortalized in the 1940s through a big band song), the St.
George was one of the city’s most active and vibrant hotels. Its art
deco architecture was different for Chattanooga at the time, reflecting
a national architectural trend that was popular in the 1920s. It simply
stood out in Chattanooga. It was built as one of the first “fire proof”
hotels in the city. To that end it was constructed of concrete reinforced
with rebar and all the rooms had exposed water lines feeding the sprinkler system. But by the 1960s, passenger train use at the Choo-Choo
declined and the adjacent businesses felt the economic impact of that
downturn. The St. George began a significant downward spiral in the
1970s. Occupancy was low, cash flow was restricted and building
maintenance was neglected. It became just another place to spend
the night that was cheap … it was a far cry from its innate artistic qualities and its national cliental of the 1920-1950s. By the time Cornerstones became involved in the property in 1994, the once grand hotel
was derelict and abandoned. Nevertheless, it was intact and worthy of
preservation, both because of its architectural merits and its cultural
heritage.
In the 1980s and 1990s, it became clear that the property owner had lost interest in the property. Actually, it appeared that the owner’s
plan was to let the building collapse so that the property would be unencumbered and would thus be available for redevelopment. Cornerstones stepped in and working with the City of Chattanooga and the bank to encourage foreclosure so the property would not simply be left
to fall down, with the inevitable blight and danger associated with such a “plan”. The building went to bankruptcy court and a new owner
purchased the property in 2006. But progress on a viable restoration plan continued to bog, in large part due to the general economic
climate of those years.
As part of a broader strategic plan for saving the St. George, Cornerstones attention shifted to revitalizing the historic district surrounding
the hotel. Cornerstones partnered with the Lyndhurst Foundation and the semi-public RiverCity Company and formed a “Community Partnership” with the goal of focusing our combined resources on revitalizing the immediate neighborhood. The Partnership identified key
properties around the St. George that were good candidates for renovation and adaptive re-use. As these lynchpin properties were revitalized the neighborhood would thrive, and as the neighborhood flourished so ultimately would the St. George Hotel. So began the next
phase of Cornerstone’s long term effort to save the hotel.
The Lyndhurst Foundation pledged $400,000 and Cornerstones committed $100,000 and five significant historic properties in the district
were selected for adaptive reuse initiatives, including of course the St. George. In addition to the infusion of seed money, Cornerstones
solicited the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga’s (UTC) Department of Interior Design in a renovation “case study” to look at the St.
George. We paired student teams with local professional architects and interior designers to study the building, prepare historic structures
reports and had a juried panel select a winner design team. Not only was the project a real world experience for the students, but the public exposure helped market the property to a potential developers and investors.
Importantly, our Community Partnership secured funds to underwrite the adaptive reuse of a smaller hotel across from the St. George, providing as it were an example of how the St. George could indeed be reused. The smaller hotel was converted to a very successful microbrewery/restaurant (The Terminal Brewhouse) that has served successfully as a catalyst to the adjacent redevelopment/restoration along
Market and Main Streets.
But, as we say in Chattanooga, Historic Preservation Is Present Tense. While progress was being made on our long term strategic plan
through the revitalization of the hotel’s neighborhood, the St. George continued to languish. We were careful to maintain relationships with
the owner(s), banks, and especially with the city administration (code enforcement in particular) - while keeping an ever vigilant eye on the
building itself. Cornerstones continued to pay for additional engineering studies (four over the years); and two historic structures analysis.
Twice Cornerstones paid for the erection of a security fence to thwart vandalism. And recently, Cornerstones agreed to the partial demolition of a portion of the structure to enhance its marketability as well as stabilize structural conditions. Historic preservation is indeed present tense, requiring constant vigilance and flexibility.
Nineteen years after Cornerstones began working on the St. George Hotel, the neighborhood has been rediscovered by investors and young
urbanites that live in the adjacent neighborhoods. With a new owner, the stage is set for a final push to save the St. George. Cornerstones
continues to be the organization that leads the public discussion to find workable solutions to save this important property. As someone
said recently, It’s Now Or Never!
Cornerstones is approaching its 20th anniversary of being Chattanooga’s only non-profit historic preservation organization. Please join us in
celebrating our successes by attending our annual fundraiser, Wine Over Water, held each fall on the historic Walnut Street Bridge.
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PROGRESS UNDERWAY AT OAK RIDGE’S ALEXANDER INN
Ethiel Garlington
Earlier this year, the East Tennessee Preservation Alliance (ETPA)
announced that the Alexander Inn, historically known as the Guest
House, had been purchased by local company, Family Pride. The
transaction includes a preservation easement with ETPA that will insure
the building is preserved forever. The Alexander Inn has been listed on
ETPA’s annual East Tennessee’s Endangered Heritage list since 2010
and was included on the Tennessee Preservation Trust’s 2002-03 “Ten
in Tennessee” list.
The closing marks a significant milestone for ETPA and preservation
efforts across the region. As ETPA President, Scott Brooks, says “the
Alexander Inn project is exactly why ETPA was established and this is a
perfect example of the work we will continue doing in East Tennessee.”
Family Pride is one of the region’s leading preservation companies with successful projects in Loudon, Lenoir City, and Knoxville. Most of
their projects have been rehabilitating iconic, historic buildings into assisted living facilities. The company has already set to work
transforming the Manhattan Project era hotel into a state of the art assisted living facility. Rick Dover, Manager for Family Pride, is
working with local historians, City of Oak Ridge, and ETPA to restore the building so it’s once again an asset to the community. Rick and
Family Pride have been awarded two East Tennessee Preservation Awards for projects in Loudon.
Dover says, “The Guest House-Alexander Inn is a significant building in the story
of our country. It occupies an important place, both physically and historically, in
Oak Ridge. Family Pride Corporation is both pleased and proud to partner with
ETPA, Knox Heritage, and the people of Oak Ridge to save this fragile remaining
piece of Oak Ridge's history. There are many new and exciting things happening
now in Oak Ridge, and we would like to thank the leadership at the city of Oak
Ridge and at ETPA and Knox Heritage for their determination and support in
saving the Guest House-Alexander Inn. “

Rick Dover at SOM

“Today’s transition of the Alexander Inn is truly a great day for the Oak Ridge
community,” stated Oak Ridge Mayor Tom Beehan. “We are grateful to all the
partners—the Department of Energy, ETPA, and of course, Family Pride, for their
investment that will bring new life to this historical facility.” Oak Ridge City
Manager, Mark Watson added “The restoration of the Alexander will not only
help secure the revitalization of Historic Jackson Square, but will also preserve
the building for future generations who may one day visit the Manhattan Project
National Historical Park.”

In November 2011, the Department of Energy (DOE) convened stakeholders for the demolition of the East Tennessee Technology Park,
which was historically known as K-25 where uranium was processed for the Manhattan Project. Since the building was a contributing
historic structure, DOE had to offset the loss of the building by creating a comprehensive mitigation package to insure the building’s
legacy will survive beyond the demolition. One part of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) allocated a $500,000 grant to ETPA for the
purchase ($350,000) and partial stabilization ($150,000) of the Alexander Inn. “We’re excited this transaction is final and that one of
the most significant buildings from the Manhattan Project remains a landmark for a new generation of Oak Ridgers,” said Mark Whitney,
manager of the Oak Ridge Environmental Management Program. “A lot of people are to be commended for the success of developing the
K-25 MOA, but today a special recognition goes to ETPA for their leadership on finding a viable solution to preserving the Alexander Inn.”
The lengthy MOA process included input from the National Park Service, the Tennessee Historical Commission, National Trust for Historic
Preservation, City of Oak Ridge, Oak Ridge Heritage Preservation Association (ORHPA) and many others. The MOA requires that the
Alexander Inn be restored within a certain timeframe and according to the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation that insures
(Continued on page 5)

2nd Quarter 2013
(Continued from page 1)

architectural styles. Those who were a little more adventours took advantage of the bat house kits created by Vintage Millworks, Inc. and
learned about bats and their habitats as well as the value of salvaged materials and their reuse.
Many people and organizations are to thank for the success of the event. We had great publicity from City Paper, Nfocus and Ms. Cheap’s
article in the Tennessean. Thirteen Tennessee Preservation Trust and 4 Metro Historical Commission (MHC) volunteers helped pull the
entire thing together and assist the exhibitors and speakers. Our exhibitors not only donated some exceptional raffle items but also gave
more than $9000 worth of materials, services, and promotion. Gary Layda, Metro photographer, came out of semi-retirement to take the
wonderful photographs you see here and many of the ones on the MHC Facebook page. Smoke Et Al and Trailer Perk food trucks were on
hand to feed everyone and received rave reviews for their cuisine. And of course none of it would have been possible without our many
generous sponsors.
Attendees have helped us with improving our planning of next year’s event by providing suggestions on exhibitors, sessions and general
organization. We would be interested in hearing from you too. Comments and ideas can be sent to robin.zeigler@nashville.gov

(Continued from page 4)

the historic integrity of the building is maintained. Additionally, ETPA will hold a preservation easement to protect the building forever.
State Historic Preservation Officer, Patrick McIntyre, has been instrumental in the preservation process since his days with the Tennessee
Preservation Trust.
In December 2009, Oak Ridge Revitalization Effort (ORRE) acquired the building and sought grants, spoke with developers & engineers
and organized countless volunteer work days and sponsored events to raise awareness and funds to preserve the building. “We worked
diligently in trying to save and preserve this historic property,” stated ORRE Board President, Mary Cox. “We wish to thank ORHPA for their
ongoing support during this process. Most of all, we are grateful to ETPA for their determination in finding a developer and a final solution
to saving the building.”
The East Tennessee Preservation Alliance works to protect places and structures with historic or cultural significance in Anderson, Blount,
Campbell, Claiborne, Cocke, Grainger, Hamblen, Jefferson, Knox, Loudon, Monroe, Morgan, Roane, Scott, Sevier, and Union counties.
ETPA carries out its mission through a variety of programs and encourages community support through education and advocacy. To get
involved with ETPA’s advocacy efforts, please call 865-523-8008 or visit www.etpaonline.org. SAVE THE DATE FOR THE EAST TENNESSEE
PRESERVATION CONFERENCE – NOVEMBER 8 & 9 IN MARYVILLE.
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2014 STATEWIDE PRESERVATION
CONFERENCE

TPT 4TH QTR. BOARD MEETING

WHEN: Saturday, November 9th

WHEN: May 1-3, 2014

WHERE: Nashville, TN at The Land Trust

WHERE: Germantown, TN

for Tennessee office.

THANK YOU TO OUR 2013 ANNUAL CONFERENCE PARTNERS
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The Tennessee Preservation Trust is a not-for
-profit membership-based organization
that provides leadership, education and
advocacy to promote the preservation of
our state’s diverse historic resources. We
are the statewide partner of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation.

Tennessee Preservation Trust
PO Box 24373
Nashville TN 37202

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! LIKE US AT
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TNPRESTR

NOT A MEMBER? JOIN TPT TODAY!
Your membership dues support Tennessee Preservation Trust programs. Tennessee Preservation Trust is
a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and your contribution is tax deductible as allowed by law.
REGULAR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS

Name______________________________________________________

___ Student & Educators $20

Address ____________________________________________________

(Please provide a copy of your student

City, State, Zip _______________________________________________

I.D. or teacher certification number)

Telephone ______________________ E‐mail ______________________

___ Seniors $20
(Individuals 50 and older)

Donations using a credit card for a one-time donation or to become a
Sustaining Member, can be made by visiting our website at
www.preservetn.org.
You can join online and pay via Paypal (do not have to have a Paypal account, just a
credit card). You can cancel your monthly contribution at any time.
Please mail checks to:
Tennessee Preservation Trust
PO Box 24373
Nashville, TN 37202

___ Individual $40
___ Family $60
___ Patron $100
___ Benefactor $1000
___ Leader $2500
PARTNERSHIPS:
___ Not‐for‐Profit/Govt Agency $100
___ Corporate Partner $250

