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WELCOME TO THE NEW TPT NEWSLETTER!
Welcome to the NEW Tennessee Preservation Trust quarterly newsletter. We hope you like the new look and format. Here you will find
information regarding projects on which TPT is working, updates on the Ten in Tennessee Endangered List, preservation-related activities
from around the state, organizational news, and so much more. If you have an article you would like to contribute or suggestions for
future articles, please let us know by writing us at tnprestr@yahoo.org. In this edition, you will find information on this year’s Statewide
Preservation Conference and plans for 2012’s conference, updates on the Rosenwald Initiative, information on the proposed rock quarry
in Castalian Springs, a welcome to our newest board members, and updates for two Ten in Tennessee Endangered Properties. Enjoy!

2011 STATEWIDE PRESERVATION
CONFERENCE

ROSENWALD INITIATIVES UPDATE

The 2011 Tennessee Preservation Trust Statewide Preservation
Conference and Main Street Summit was a huge success. In
May, over 100 participants enjoyed the beauty of historic
Collierville. Attendees were treated to a historic homes tour, the
ribbon cutting of the Collierville Civil War Walking Trail, and a
double-decker bus ride to Heartwood Hall, a ca. 1840 restored
plantation home, for an evening of celebration. “Tracking the
Ties That Bind” was the theme of this year’s conference and

The Durham’s Chapel and Cairo Rosenwald Schools were
recipients of generous restoration grants from Lowe’s and the
National Trust for Historic Preservation. In 2009, the Cairo
Rosenwald School Improvement Club worked with the MTSU
Center for Historic Preservation and TPT to repair the 1925
building. Durham’s Chapel received the grant in 2010 and work is
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informative sessions were held celebrating the musical tracks of West Tennessee’s.
Blues and Rock and Roll heritage and Collierville’s history as a 19th century railroad
town. Our thanks go to Laura Todd of Main Street Collierville and the Town of
Collierville for their hard work helping us put on a great conference. Thank you to all of
our speakers who provided educational and interesting sessions, especially our
keynote speaker Patty Gay, Executive Director of Preservation Resource Center of
New Orleans, and Jeanie Nelson, Executive Director of the Land Trust for Tennessee,
who delivered the closing speech at the luncheon on Friday. Special recognition goes
to all of our sponsors, especially John Shepherd for his generous contribution of
$10,000. Most importantly, thank you to those who attended. The conference was a
success because of you and your desire to protect Tennessee’s historic resources and Thank you to Laura Todd from Main Street Collierville
promote preservation throughout the state. We look forward to seeing you again in and the Town of Collierville for their hospitality!
2012!
Thanks to Kathie Fuston, TPT Board Member, and Bobbie McGinn, from the TN Historical Commission, for their beautiful photos! To see
more photos from the conference visit: www.facebook.com/TNPresTR.
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well under way. The crew at Durham’s Chapel School in Bethpage continues to work
hard. It has been an excruciatingly hot summer, but this team is dedicated.
Durham’s Chapel Rosenwald School, built in 1923, remained in use as a community
center but the building was in desperate need of repair. TPT was awarded the grant
from the National Trust and Lowe’s for a building conservation project in 2010.

Durham’s Chapel Rosenwald School prior to
work in 2010.

Paul Hoffman, the project manager, and others have worked tirelessly resetting the
limestone foundation and applying new mortar; upgrading electrical wiring and fixtures;
installing new beveled lap siding; installing gutters and flashings to the chimney and
awnings; laying a new concrete walkway; grading for water runoff; rebuilding, glazing,
and installing window sashes; and painting the exterior.

Members of the community were interviewed by News Channel 5. All were very
enthusiastic and grateful for the work on this landmark. They look forward to their school serving
again as a gathering place for club meetings, dinners, weddings, and other social events.
Special thank you to Paul Hoffman, Dan Brown, Reggie Mudd, John Garrot, and Anne LeslieOwens for their dedication to seeing this project through to completion.

CAIRO ROSENWALD SCHOOL
Work on the Cairo Rosenwald School was completed in 2009, but we went back for a visit this
July. After the Cairo Rosenwald School closed its doors as a public school, it operated as a
community center. Today, the 1925 building, thanks to the National Trust and Lowe’s Grant, is
still serving the community! The Cairo Improvement Club meets at the school every other month.
Velma Brinkley (front right), who wrote the National Register Nomination for the school, asked
Cathleen Collett to speak at the group’s most recent meeting. In attendance were two former
students of the school. Frank Brinkley (back row left) was the son of the school’s teacher, Mr.
John Hutch Brinkley, who’s photograph is shown in Historic Tennessee. He remembers his father
as “a disciplinarian but fair”. Ms. Hill (front left) who moved away in the 1960s, says walking back
into the school was like coming home. Thanks to Paul Hoffman and MTSU students for repairing
the school for future generations.

The Cairo Improvement Club holds
HISTORIC TENNESSEE, which features
the Cairo Rosenwald School.
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CUMMINS CORNER

SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 7-9, 2012!

Visit Cummins Corner for the latest at TPT’s office.

Planning is already underway for the 2012 Preservation
Conference! We are Nashville bound and are excited about the
opportunities awaiting us. In the works are tours (both in
Nashville and the surrounding area), CAMP, sessions on pressing
preservation topics, and more. Interested in volunteering,
sponsoring a session, or have suggestions for the conference?
We would love to hear your ideas. Contact Cathleen at
tnprestr@yahoo.com.

TPT HAS MOVED!
TPT has found a new home in the offices of the Land Trust for
Tennessee in Cummins Station. Being in such close proximity to
the Land Trust is an exciting opportunity for us. They have been
successful in protecting close to 60,000 acres of land. We look
forward to forging an even stronger partnership in the coming
months and years.

Almost as exciting is the opportunity to be in Cummins Station.
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1983,
Cummins Station is a great site for our office. Situated in
downtown Nashville, the building is within walking distance of 5
National Register properties, including the 1933 Davidson
County U.S. Post Office (Frist Center for the Visual Arts), and the
Broadway Historic District. The 1907 building now serves as
home to more than 140 diverse businesses. Visit our new
offices: 209 10th Ave South, Suite 511 in Nashville.

WELCOME!
A big welcome to Cathleen Edge Collett who joined TPT as the
Associate Director in March 2011. Cathleen received her
Masters in Public History with a concentration in Historic
Preservation from the University of North Carolina in Greensboro
in May of 2010. While in school, Cathleen worked for a
developer based in Raleigh, North Carolina who specialized in
the rehabilitation of textile mills, prompting her interest in the
history of the southern textile mill industry and the preservation
of these historic structures. A week after graduation, Cathleen
married and moved from North Carolina with her husband to
College Grove, TN where he was called there to serve as a
pastor. Cathleen is excited to call Tennessee home and looks
forward to meeting all of you and seeing all of the wonderful
historic resources that make Tennessee special.

TENNESSEE
PRESERVATION TRUST
AND HISTORIC
TENNESSEE WERE
FEATURED IN THE JULY
ISSUE OF NASHVILLE
LIFESTYLES. VISIT OUR
WEBSITE TO READ THE
ARTICLE.

SAVE
CASTALIAN
SPRINGS!
TPT has been
a c t i v e l y
monitoring
the
actions
of
a
proposed
rock
quarry, asphalt
and cement plant
in the heart of
historic Castalian
Springs.
For
those not familiar with Castalian Springs, it is home to numerous
historic sites, including Wynnewood, Cragfont, Hawthorne Hill,
Bledsoe’s Fort Historical Park, and Cheskiki Mounds. In June,
Hoover, Inc. purchased 350+ acres and applied for a conditional
use permit to place a quarry in an area zoned residential.
Sumner County Zoning Board of Appeals denied Hoover’s request
on July 14, but the battle is not over. The fight will resume shortly
in Chancery Court. If Hoover loses in Chancery Court, it is likely
they will take their legal battle to the state level. Help TPT join the
fight to save Castalian Springs and other endangered historic
sites by joining TPT today.

In Memory Peter Jordan, lifelong preservationist and
conservationist passed away this July. He was a longtime
supporter of The Heritage Foundation of Franklin and Williamson
County, where his wife Rudy served as the former executive
director. Dr. Jordan was a professor of English at UT Nashville and
Tennessee State University. He passed away in Bayville, Maine,
but will be remembered for his dedication to protecting
Tennessee’s resources. He is survived by his wife Rudy and his
sons Will and his wife Virginie and John and his wife Stephanie,
and grandson Max, all of Franklin.
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PRESERVATION MAKES ¢ENTS!
In March, a delegation from Tennessee,
flew to Washington, D.C. to join
preservationists from around the country
for Preservation Action’s Lobby Day. We
went to Capitol Hill to convey the message
that Preservation Makes ¢ents. Our day
began with Senators Corker and Lamar,
proceeded by meeting with Tennessee’s 9
representatives and their staff.
During these challenging economic times, it TN Delegation: Nancy Tinker, Patrick McIntyre,
was imperative to urge Congress to support Senators Alexander Lamar and Bob Corker; Phil
economic development, job creation, and Thomason, Cathleen Collett, and Robin Zeigler.
our national heritage by appropriating $70
million in funding for the Historic Preservation Fund for fiscal year 2012. Without federal
government support, many of our historic resources might be lost. Unfortunately, funding for
Save Americas Treasures and Preserve America was eliminated early from the 2012 budget.
As budget talks continue, preservation programs are in jeopardy of additional cuts. TPT will
continue to fight for funding and advocate on behalf of preservation throughout Tennessee.
Despite budget talks, two historic preservation tax credit bills were introduced in July: the
“Historic Homeownership Revitalization Act (HHRA),” offering tax credits for owners of
historic homes, and the “Creating American Prosperity through Preservation Act (CAPP),”
which aids redevelopment of boutique, Main Street-scale projects. As always, we will keep
you informed as to their passage and what that means for you.

WELCOME TO TPT’S NEWEST BOARD MEMBERS!
Billy King, Denmark
President of The Big Black Creek Historical Association, Mr. King has been extremely busy
actively restoring the 1852 Denmark Presbyterian Church, hosting the Smithsonian Museum's traveling exhibit "Journey Stories," and restoring the 1890’s Pennington Building.
Amidst these activities, BBCHA has found time to publish a book which will be released
shortly. King’s next goal – to bring the Summer Olympics to Hatchie Bottom!

2011 Board of Directors
Chair
Greg A. Vital, Chattanooga
Vice-Chair
Ernie Bacon, Franklin
Secretary
Kathie Fuston, Columbia
Treasurer
David Currey, Nashville
Board of Directors
Pearl Bransford, Franklin
Bryan Foster, Knoxville
Ann Gray, Chattanooga
Ray Harding, Paris
Bill King, Denmark
Stacy Mosley, Nashville
Ann Roberts, Nashville
Justin Sanders, Jonesborough
Juan Self, Memphis
Susan Sills, Brownsville
Earlice Taylor, Memphis
J.T. Thompson, Nashville
Phil Thomason, Nashville
Sarah Webster, Greeneville
Ex-Officio Member Organizations
Association for the Preservation of
Tennessee Antiquities, Robert
Notestine
Tennessee Department of Tourist
Development, Lee Curtis
Tennessee Division of
Archaeology, Mike Moore
Tennessee Historical Commission,
Patrick McIntyre
Tennessee Main Street Program,
Kimberly Nyberg
The Center for Historic
Preservation, Middle Tennessee
State University
The Land Trust for Tennessee

Justin Sanders, Jonesborough
Mr. Sanders serves at the Preservation Field Services Representative for the Heritage Alliance of Northeast Tennessee and Southwest Virginia. A transfer from Virginia, Sanders has
become quickly acquainted with Tennessee. For the past four years, Sanders has shaped
future generations of preservationists. Partnering with ETSU, he provides a hands-on experience for students participating in the Governor’s School for the Scientific Exploration of Tennessee Heritage, leading them in full immersion into the field of preservation.
Stacy Mosley, Nashville
Stacy Mosely lives in the Germantown neighborhood of Nashville and works for DaVita as a
Project Coordinator in the IT Revenue Systems department. She is active in her neighborhood association where she has served as Board President and currently serves as Chair of
the Streetscape Committee where she is working on the installation of neighborhood gateways. Mosley is married with an 11 year old daughter, is active with several running groups,
loves to read, and enjoys the company of wonderful friends.

The Tennessee Preservation Trust is
a non-for-profit membership-based
organiz atio n th at provides
l e a d e r s h i p , edu c a tio n a n d
advocacy to promote the
preservation of our state’s diverse
historic resources. We are the
statewide partner of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation.

STATEWIDE PARTNER
NATIONAL TRUST FOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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TEN IN TENNESSEE ENDANGERED LIST—UPDATE
The Tennessee Preservation Trust’s annual "Ten in Tennessee," a roster of some of the state's most endangered historic sites, highlights ten endangered places across the state to help garner support for saving threatened historic resources.
SAVED: Robert E. Lee School (Paris, Henry County) was one of the first endangered
properties listed on our inaugural 10 in Ten list in 2001. The deteriorating building, with
its leaky roof, broken windows, falling plaster, and inefficient heating system, was sitting
abandoned as the School Board considered demolition and sale of the land.
The inclusion of the Lee School on the 10 in Ten served as a “wake-up call” for the
community as to the importance of the building. The local DAR chapter, Colonial Dames,
Heritage Center, Genealogical Society, and Historical Society formed a joint committee to
assess the feasibility of restoration and adaptive re-use of the building. The listing on the
10 in Ten gave the group credibility, who then became the state chartered Robert E. Lee
School Association and now own the building. TPT Board Member, Ray Harding, serves as
the President of the Association.
With the help of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, funding was provided for
emergency roof repairs, and a feasibility study conducted by the Center for Historic
Preservation at MTSU. This study led to the decision to use the facility as an arts
academy.

Robert E. Lee School listed on 10 in TN in 2001—
SAVED!

Ten years since its listing on the 10 in Ten, the school is restored and houses the Robert
E. Lee Academy for the Arts. The facility is used for a variety of art classes and also
serves as a gallery for local art, studios for artists, and the home of the local Art League.
The restored cafeteria is a great venue for civic clubs, weddings, dances, reunions,
meetings, etc.
LOST: In 2008, Fleming Hall at Battle Ground Academy (Williamson County) was listed as
one of our state's most endangered historic sites. Williamson County, who owns the
building, passed a resolution in July 2010 reversing an earlier decision to tear down the
1911 building, opting instead to preserve as much of the original structure as possible.
In the Fall of 2010, the Williamson County Commission reversed its decision to save the
façade.
Despite the efforts of The Heritage Foundation, the Tennessee Preservation Trust, the
National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Tennessee Historic Commission, local
citizens and board members, Fleming Hall was torn down. The demolition of this stately
building, once the pre-eminent private school at the heart of the Franklin community, is a
devastating loss.

HISTORIC TENNESSEE,

our recent

publication commemorating the state’s rich
historical and architectural heritage, continues to
surpass our expectations.
Featuring 300 color photographs by Pulitzer Prizewinning photographer Robin Hood and the moving
words of nationally esteemed history writer James A.
Crutchfield, the book showcases ninety sites
significant to the drama of Tennessee’s colorful past.
Thousands of copies have been sold, providing
additional funds critical to protecting the invaluable
historic assets found throughout Tennessee.

Fleming Hall, listed on 10 in TN in 2008—
LOST: Demolition by Neglect

To fulfill TPT’s mission to educate the citizens of
Tennessee, we are placing a copy of Historic
Tennessee in every college and high school library in
Tennessee so all students can have access to this
great resource. Board members have been working
hard distributing the book. Schools in Anderson,
Coffee, Franklin, Greene, Hamilton, Haywood, Henry,
Loudon, Maury, McMinn, Shelby, and Williamson
county have already received copies. If you would
like to help us place a copy of Historic Tennessee in
your local high school, college or public library,
please contact us.
Order your copy ONLINE today before supplies run out!
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TENNESSEE HAPPENNINGS…
Cornerstones…Saturday, October 1, 2011 from 5:00 - 8:00 PM Wine Over Water –Tennessee's premier wine-tasting
festival, with all proceeds benefiting Cornerstones in Chattanooga. http://www.wineoverwater.org/

Heritage Alliance…October 22, 2011 @ 7:00 PM Historic Jonesborough Bluegrass Series Concert—The last in a series of
performances for the Inaugural Season of the Historic Jonesborough Blue Grass Series! www.heritageall.org

Heritage Foundation of Franklin & Williamson County…Oct. 29,2011 10 AM — 6 PM 28th Annual Pumpkinfest;
Friday, November 4,2011 @ 7 PM Wine Down Main Street; Saturday & Sunday, December 10-11, 2011 Dickens of
a Christmas. www.historicfranklin.com/events

Knox Heritage…Saturday, September 24, 6:30 PM Scruffy City Soiree—Knox Heritage has re‐named and moved their fall
event formerly known as Cocktails at the Sta on. www.knoxheritage.org/specialevents

Memphis Heritage..."Polo for Preservation" September 11,2011 from 2:00PM—5:00PM—watch polo in beautiful Fayette
County and support Memphis Heritage; October 22,2011 from 6:30PM—10:ooPM 2011 Architectural Auction. Visit
www.memphisheritage.org.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Looking for a way to get involved? We would love your help! All different skill sets and
interests appreciated. Call us at 615.963.1255 or email tnprestr@yahoo.org and let us
know. Any bit of assistance is helpful. We thank you in advance for helping TPT protect
Tennessee’s historic structures!

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! LIKE US AT
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TNPRESTR .

You membership dues support Tennessee
Preservation Trust programs. Tennessee
Preservation Trust is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and your
contribution is tax deductible as allowed by law.

NOT A MEMBER? JOIN TPT TODAY!

REGULAR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS

Name ______________________________________________________

___ Individual $30

Address _____________________________________________________

___ Family $45

Address 2 ____________________________________________________

___ Not‐for‐Profit/Ins tu onal $50

City, State, Zip ________________________________________________

___ Friend $100

Telephone ________________________ E‐mail ____________________

___ Partner $250

Credit Card Type, Number, Exp. Date______________________________

___ Patron $500

Or join the other members who have become Sustaining Members:

___ Founder’s Society $1000

$10 per month or $120 annually

$75 per month or $900 annually

$20 per month or $240 annually

$100 per month or $1,200 annually

$30 per month or $360 annually

$200 per month or $2,400 annually

$50 per month or $600 annually

$300 per month or $3,600 annually

